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Abstract

Japanese anime, manga, music, cinema, TV dramas, and computer games have gained
many fans around the world. Recently the term “contents tourism” is used in Japan to de-
scribe new form of tourism inspired by contents (Japanese popular culture). It is new form
of tourism induced by the contents (narratives, characters, locations and other creative ele-
ments) of films, novels, games, manga, anime, television dramas and other forms of popular
culture. Such tourism is often described by fans as “seichi junrei” (pilgrimages to holy
site), defined as travel behavior motivated fully or partially by narratives, characters, loca-
tions, and other creative elements of contents, including anime, manga, cinema, TV dramas,
novels, and computer games. While the Japanese government now promotes contents tour-
ism as part of its “Cool Japan” PR strategy there are many local municipalities and business
groups which are highly engaged to promote contents tourism. This paper presents the over-
view of the phenomenon of contents tourism in Sasebo, Nagasaki Prefecture, Japan, focus-
ing on contents tourism behavior based on the questionnaire survey on the contents tourism
event called “the /30 SASEBO Z2019-KanColle Sasebo Chinjufu Meguri” held in mid-Sep-
tember, 2019. In March 2018, the Chamber of Commerce and the Sasebo Project Team for
Regional Revitalization have succeeded the first event of the Chinjufu Meguri in attracting
many contents fans as a tourist. After the first event many local residents and stakeholder
organization got more interested in promoting contents tourism. However, because Sasebo
has started the contents tourism promotion only recently there are still limited evidence to
understand or to be aware of contents fans' needs and travel behavior. Therefore, this re-
search tries to clarify the impact of contents tourism, and fans’ travel behavior.
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