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Abstract

Samsung Electronics is now a firm leader in the global electronics industry. However, it was as
late as around 1970 when the company first entered the industry. At that point in time, thanks to tech-
nological transfers from Sanyo and NEC, Samsung Electronics started to assemble monochrome tele-
vision receivers, in addition to producing CRT components. In the 1980s, Samsung Electronics main-
tained close relationships with many Japanese electric machinery companies by obtaining technical li-
censes from them and conducting joint research on semiconductors. With NEC's rejection of a techni-
cal transfer on memory semiconductors as a turning point, however, Samsung Electronics changed its
direction toward conducting independent development, though they did learn and obtain some tech-
nologies from US companies. Afterwards, Japanese companies took decisive action in terms of restruc-
turing during the recession following the collapse of the bubble economy. Many Japanese semiconduc-
tor engineers were headhunted to move to Samsung Electronics, which resulted in them achieving
overwhelming success compared to NEC and other Japanese companies in the field of memory semi-
conductors during this timeframe.

As described above, Samsung Electronics, now a representative company in East Asia, and Japa-
nese electronics companies such as NEC, underwent a period of cooperation through a time of compe-
tition but now are about to build a close relationship of cooperation in terms of the next-generation mo-
bile communication standard of 5G.

In October 2018, Samsung Electronics and NEC officially announced that they will cooperate with
each other in relation to technological developments and the sales of base stations supporting the next
—generation mobile communication standard, ie. 5G. They will share in the development of compli-
cated 5G communication equipment and take advantage of each other’s sales channels to develop the
global market, which will also include the USA for base station communication equipment for the cur-
rent 4G standard as well as the next generation of 5G, Huawei, Sweden's Ericsson and other European
companies are said to have the upper hand right now.

In 2019, US-China trade friction is developing, with the U.S. increasingly focusing its attacks on
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Huawel. Under such conditions, cooperation between Samsung Electronics and NEC making 5G tech-

nology development led by Huawei and sales channel expansion all the more prospective. The two

companies are expecting many great things from this, and while NEC hopes to enter the US market

pioneered by Samsung Electronics, the latter hopes to enter the NTT DoCoMo market where NEC

maintains a certain share of the market.
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