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ABSTRACT (No.1 and No.2)

Japan's postwar political development can be divided into four stages: the first
stage is “high politics,” which was a confrontation of ideologies; the second stage
is “Interest politics”; the third stage is “lively politics,” which emphasizes the en-
vironment and health (Hajime Shinohara); and the fourth stage is it can be
“globalization politics”. This paper reviews the main concepts of democracy in
developed countries: pluralism (polyarchy) and corporatism (neo-corporatism),
and then tries to show the features of interest politics in Japan during its rapid
economic growth.

I've been living in Nagasaki Prefecture for about 10 years now, and I can see
that the above political concepts and stages are largely applicable to the Ky-
ushu region as well. When the U.S. aircraft carrier Enterprise came to Sasebo,
the rallies and movements against the port call became a nationwide ground-

swell, and when the SSK was merged into the Kurushima Dock, it became more
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than just an economic activity for a private company, but also a dispute involv-
ing central and prefectural politics, government and industry groups, and the
high-politics stage of it can be called an event. As an example of the lively poli-
tics in Nagasaki, we can mention the movement of residents, fishermen and
farmers against the Ishiki Dam construction and the Isahaya Bay reclamation
project, which is still going on. Although it is in the post-globalization today, the
construction of a new bullet train and highway roads in Nagasaki, which is
reminiscent of Kakuel Tanaka’s "archipelago reformation” theory, criticized as
the politics of construction and subsidies as a symbol of interest politics, has be-
come a hot topic. Therefore, from the point of view of local people, politics in the
global era does not completely overcome interest politics and lively politics, nor
does it evolve, so to speak, in a linear fashion, but can be seen as a spiral that

goes back and forth.
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