FAVEWEZBA AT LEWETE DD
— NVY U BOHE —

Can Germany integrate Muslim immigrants as members of a civil society?

1 An analytic report from Berlin[]

Kenichi KOHNO

Summary: Currently, there is a large and growing Muslim population in the European
Union, which has been reported to reach between fourteen and sixteen million. Its size
steadily expanding owing to high birth-rate in Muslim families and an influx of new
immigrants, which include illegal trespassers]

The growth of a parallel Muslim society in Europe has produced social and cultural
frictions such as the dispute over school regulations which prohibits the wearing of
scarves in the class-rooms, and the massive demonstrations protesting the publication of
the cartoons which mocked Muhammad as a suicide bomber. In some member states
ultra-rightwing political parties, by calling for exclusion of foreigners, collected popular
support and obtained seats at national or regional parliaments. Violent assaults by thugs
upon non-European residents continue to occur[]

Europe now faces the much more serious additional problem of* home-grown’ ter-
rorism. The concurrent explosion of several commuter trains in Madrid in March
2004 initiated Europe®s war against terrorism. The tragedy in Spain was followed by a
spate of terror attacks and plots in the Netherland, Britain and Germany. The fact that all
of these terror activities were committed by immigrants of Muslim background is a clear
indication of the infiltration of Jihadism into the member states of the EU.

Can Europe coexist with the growing Muslim population? In search for an answer I
traveled to Berlin in September 20070 Germany provided an adequate background for
my analysis because it has more than three million Muslim inhabitants, and the grand-
coalition Government headed by Chancellor Merkel has launched a new policy which is
aimed to accelerate the integration of immigrants.

While in Germany, I made many observations regarding my aforementioned ques-
tionO The following offers my brief summary of my findings and conclusions;
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(J) The ability for the children of immigrants to speak and read German is the key to a success-
ful integration. Without sufficient comprehension of German they are destined to lag be-
hind in education and on the labour marketO

(J) With its aging and shrinking population, the integration of young immigrants is indispensa-
ble for Germany to offset the imminent shortage of labour force.

Germany can encourage the naturalisation of immigrants by introducing a more tolerant
citizenship law.

(J) Regional governments and NGOs play decisive roles in building mutual trust between
ethnic Germans and immigrants.

(0) Racism and prejudice against Islam are likely to allow further infiltration of extremism into
the communities of immigrants.

(J) Though it will be a long and difficult process, I believe Germany will eventually succeed in
building a new type of multi-ethnic and multi-cultural civil society through the joint efforts
by Germans and immigrants.

(0) Japan’s population is aging much faster than any other country, and the days will come in
the near future when it relies on foreigners to make up for the shortage of human resources.
There are many thing for Japan to learn from Germany’s experience and effort in integrat-
ing immigrants.
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