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The JACET List of 8000 Basic Words and Its Text C'overége:
An Examination of Eight Word Lists and Four English Texts

 Toshihiko UEMURA

Abstract: After gathering its own English texts, then comparing them with the British
National Corpus,_the JACET Cornfriittee for Reviéipg Basic Words compiled a list of the
8000 most frequént and important English words. The list is available in a handbook The
JACET 8000 Basic Wovds. In this artiele, the author, a member of this committee, exa-
mines'to what externt words in this list correspond to those- in four well-known academic
word lists, and then tests how well these 8000 words actually cover the vocabulary i in
seven types of randomly ‘chosen English texts..
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20034F 3 1, AFHEBHBEYLEATUTERALRICLS W(%ﬂ% EBEFREARB AR
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JACETSOOO(pp 122-190) 012, J8K HESE D7 010 B L - SO RHKHIERTE, 707 3
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JACETSOOOﬁ'E@ CD ROM %05, JSK B, J8K kﬂ”i (ﬁﬁPluSZSO) %Dﬂiﬁ_ J8KPlus,
Pt 2 BEOBERR A RIOOICR Y BT, HRIEF— ¥ &7k 555%%K(}, Coxhead & West
(B C LSO NI B DS %f) KLemma (British National Corpus (B F, BNC) DL~ -
JAF), L1.2, L2.2, L2.3 (BNCOSEEMGES ) A L 3 ME) &, [E¥EEROKEEN2000] (B

A CTHAICHR I N/ALCHOFER Y A | Standard Vocabulary List 12000, LIF, SVL 120005)- '
ET5H, 72721, SVL 12000, ALCSK (J8K &un%ﬁ%%% 27z SVL Level 1 ~Leve1 8 D

80007E) & ALCI2K (SVL Level 1~Level 12001200088) O 2 L 3 5, :
M8 = OFEREFE (RS, #IHIKHIC X%T%Tbtiﬂ)) DFM L Type DE L %, %J: Ly X
PlLICE &&bT%Tﬁ’%

YRR, JSK&mmm %ﬁ

W E £ % -Type
ALCSK ALC SVL12000 Level 1~8 - 8036
ALCI2K . | ALC SVLI12000 Level 1~12 12036

'| Coxhead A new academic word list C - 623
8K JACET 8000D#4% 8049
J8KPlus JACET 8000DAZE + Plus250 8254
KLemma Kilgarriff lemma list ' : . 5512

L1.2 BNC rank frequency list for the Whole corpus .. 6723
‘ (not lemmatized)- ' '
o | BIEHTIAE - 1005557 D T5E | :
12.2 BNC rank frequency list: spoken Enghsh : 4295
: ‘| (not lemmatized) l : o
B B 1005355720 10[1:] ,
12.3 BNC rank frequency list: written English . 4303
(not lemmatized) :
| BUEHBURRE : 1005 B 7 1 20E |
West A general service list of English words - . 2339
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CNN.txt (74 files) @ (ﬂe) (5% CNN # v A /#J-ﬂ) 6,444/ 39,493
Horizon.txt (12 files) (3) () (BBCTVRE&HEMEAZ U F) 6,643/ 72,746
Nature.txt (4 files) (B (;’) (Besadsst - 4,631/ 22,976 |
Reuters.txt (1951 Files) | (&) (&) (K% CD-ROM) - | 22,169/ 492,806 |,
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2. 3. 1 WordSmith EXNiyT ')Zl‘

R TFA ]‘ﬁ@ﬁ‘/7l"717’WordSm1th (LAF, WS) 2BITIHES, ‘%ﬁ@ %UXF
e FXF v/ UAF] ELTWSIZESHL, @JEW@%#;:::%%%%V“&%KT#ZF%
- WSiZ AV Ty FL’C&EFI[EUZF&ﬁ:I?‘/F%%ﬁ@‘%& FDOAT v/ UAMCEEE

FU7s 1 > 7= FEBE D A DIEENRE R ) A T kst 7 — & (Type%oTokenLBa@‘*éﬁﬂET 2)
"ELNE,

BeDAL v 7 UM, Eﬁ)ﬁﬂ*% %%@Typeﬁ”\f Z, (1)7)1/77’\/ K (A
B, ... Z), (2)BE, DO, HAVEDERK, (IS, AM, ARE, WAS, WERE; DOES, DID; HAS/
HAD) )M (M, 'RE, D, VE, S%) %Dﬂxt?{)@#%%bﬁéh%

¥, Abv 7 URRELTHEAT HERED (K3 @DLF% @DJ KoV TIZEDE
F & LTBERHE %54 ThELy, |
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_mﬁi¢%Ir#XFOFﬁA—$JJﬁ , WSOA Ly 7 - URMREER (IHIRE)

O Type 68 L, At o7 - UARTH (&%Wﬁ{ﬁ) D Type B xw b LICEHET 5, WS 0.
Aty T U AT RBERICH IS N Type B8 % A, #ERHICH DS N7 Type DE%EB &
T2, THN—%] OBERE (A-B)=AX100L75, $abb, AtyT  URAMC—FK
L 72555 D Type B%#6 Type HTEIY, BHEREZM- 2bDOH [H1—K| TH 5, |
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ENTNOERERRED, 1ZDOFE %%@‘ﬁﬁ%k@< WA= LTWHDD, ﬁﬁi*ﬁﬁ@?ﬂ
IN—REFNIz, ZF7 1%, West-Coxhead }:KLemma&@ﬁE@ EERIC TS [H/ 8 —K
R, 6, TAN—F] 100%ER»LEHLME LS, 77.7 1 D¥EY 5 713 West-
Coxhead D, #1275 71 KLemma © [4/8—K] Ths, 7efil, THFI v 7EREL
LT BN % Coxhead 13, West# [—fiahsk (general vocabulary) LLTEBLTNAIE
H iR & L'CL\%@’C W%@%ﬁfz (623a§+2339 L) 2B T1IO2DA by /- VAR &L
~ West- Coxhead@ TAN—%] ik, HEICHT250%K< &, BEE KLemma i34 547
% T, %huﬂ‘ i35/U\—F<‘:7ZCo71.o KLemma@ [H8—F ] i3, %{&f% ALCI2K 095(1“9‘“543 6
%, H#i3 West & Coxhead ﬂf%%A,%@@im1/~m/&ﬁoto;®ﬁ%%i&
, bbﬁﬁ 77 1 17”54)%%75373::}: 512, West-Coxhead (Type %‘5[2962 £) kﬁﬁbtb\mﬁﬂﬂﬂ
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100 : : "

I West—Coxhead
~f- KLemma

EERERICEBRGEIN S, —F, KLemma (Type $551258) D&, ALCI2K (Type
B1200058) #< &, m’i?‘@62/l/)\i: RRE— LD EVEL )RR R D 157}’15 =7z,
KLemma %* BNC,. JACET8000O V< - U A& LVC{E’}DF}’ULLK_ L, ALC @ SVL12000D5RE
{C BNC 7 — % BRIk 8@ & L“Cﬂ)—“ﬁ‘é“ﬂhtu CEEETLE, 0% WA LERDO—

BUTBRDORER LT TE 5,
M_F@y 5723 J8K & ]8Plus, 757 3 i ALC8K & ALCI2K ® rﬁ/\—ﬁ’PJ %TL'C‘«‘
%o (73:2‘0 K D012, KLemma O [A/13—F | #fhfr TERL T b, )

7572, I8K & J 8 KPlus
100

| [=08k
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Y579 L5736 4Wbhi k>, Coxhead, KLemma, West x5 JSK
k]&ﬂm@rﬂﬁ%ﬁj%5ViAMm{aMLMK®FﬁN*$Jik%’%y%ﬁif
W5, L@L 757 27T, J8K & JSKPlus@ALC8K NS Fﬁ/\—ﬁ’pj 0i80/
ALCI2K C*TLT@iGO/A@ﬁ/\“Xkﬁo’C\«\Z) :

FRAEREZ 57 31cowTh Rbh%, T7bb, ALCSK Gicibfﬂﬁ@un%ﬁftﬁ)ﬁé
N5 J8K, JSKPlus JTL’CSO/AUD [ H/N—3K | %TLTM\% Pl E, J8K & ALC8K & :H‘E
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: 777 3. ALC8K & ALCI2K

"~ 100-

| [E=3ALC8K
| e ALC 12K
- Klemma

’SOV D Fw/\~$J THhHC &Wo, 20@%@8000 &, %’36400 ﬁﬁ?i ﬁtﬂx
CHERIEIN S, :

%1, ALC8K 1240003 Type DEAHE 2 7= ALC12K DEE JSK, J8KPlus ﬁ%mﬁ'%
THR—FK ] [F93AIRIC LR L T B, Ll Eﬁ%%z% &, ALCI2K (=SVL12000)
T, J8K =% J8KPlus DFEBEDKI5003E 1 560035 FBNN—INFICE > TWB T LTk b,

7572, 7573i1CkbL, J8K & J8KPlus, &%\ 3 ALC8K & ALCI2K ® Coxhead &
West (2% 9% [#/3—3% | 13, J8K (Coxhead 94.9%, West 96.2%), J8KPlus (Coxhead 94.9
%, West96.5%), ALCSK (Coxhead 91.1%, West99.0%), ALC12K (Coxhead 96.8%,
West 99.4%) TH5, DO\ [H/8—%K P OFIETS A L, J8K LALCSK &id, &3iC
~ Coxhead & West D ﬁ@j{i‘l@%%ﬁmfb\%ﬂo@&%x%h%o DT ENERT BT LI
lﬂ(&i #®iz 5T1ﬁnﬁ'¢% .

Leech, Rayson&Wllson(ZOOI DIZLD L, BNC Qiﬁ’JlL;::.*ﬁ“:ﬁ@ﬂ&BZT:FXF@WPBEV)
C ZOHICRALDEE (different word form). 13757,087E % 5, 7272, BNCi 1OIEHJJ:;':H£%?Z>
# (word form) 13124,0028 T %, (FBED.9) ‘
3 >0 BNC E%% (L1-2, L2-2, L2-3) (e BNC & Féﬁ:m SEHEIE Y A T, rpﬁb ﬁj
| @ﬁffﬂﬁuxr xS @ﬁf#lﬁuxm% ﬁkﬂjfﬁ@’&@%b\aﬁ%%mﬂjbﬂ’ﬁﬂzé
NIEBED) A TH B, ' -
J8K, J8KP1us, ALCSK, ALCI2K DB¥ZERE AL v - U‘xr&l,f' 3 20 BNC &%
CRIEKT S [N —K | AR LD, 7574 kL7, (717LL 7574 TR AL
7 URAME X L)

BNC %% (L1-2, L2-2, L2-3) o:ﬂ@%,‘s’ooo%w\‘w@ J8K, JSKPlus, ALC8K0)

[71/8—% ] &, 120005 L ~L0 ALCI2K O [4/5—% J L ORICIE, 757 4 hbbBbh
BEDIEKRELMRIRDON b o7, 7L , . J8K & J8KPlus, ALCSK & ALci'zK ro
[N —3] BT, 38 %ﬁ@%b\NKPlus J:ALClZK 45, 800058 L~ 0> J8KPlus &
1200085 L X)V> ALC12K & D Fﬁ/\~$J H#Tid, J8KPlus DIF > HETF RO OKIE & 7z -
" 7zo ALCI2K i3, 800035 L~ L DFERZEIC40003E %’fﬂﬂxtfb@f%%ip 1 fEEE L ~ILDHEST

FFEAMISH ET< BNC an%ikﬂﬂ'%7J/\—$75>80005§I/’\}1/0)m%§}:%i V);E?ot,cb\% _

'%(‘:&O f\.t_. i% ﬂf%?fuo . L
J8K & BNC miﬁ@-ﬁﬁOD Fk, JBKD rw/\—$J L1.2 (61. 34/) L2.2!(64.5%),

LN o 6 1»\*
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757 4. L1-2, 12-2 & L2-3

L1-2|
BL2-2
@L2-3|

L2.3 (64 88%) fa’:ﬁ% ;nfﬁﬂ'%k J8Kuu%k —HT 5Dl iLl 2T412438, L2. 2(2773.::1,
3, NBUR L [T TA,)

L2.3T2792 ktﬁﬁfuo( ﬁ%‘ﬂ[ DWTH

4. BEXTHFRM& rm\ 1J

4 ODFELTF AT (CNN, Hor1zon, Nature, Reuters) x4 % J8K, J8KPlus, ALCSK,
ALCI2K O A=) &ML T, 7575 &Ll X#pBALy T - UAR).

7575 . BIELTFAT

4DODAL v 7 ~UALD [HA—F] OR/MELRAEEIE~S L, CNN (90.6%, 91.3
V)' Horizon (95.1%, 95.6%), Nature (42.5%, 47.8%), Reuters (22.9%, 28.1%) X7z .

* |8 Horizon

OCNN

Nature
OReuters

0, BEEORNCES [775-K] OWIE, CNN & Horizon &3 1 %%, Nature (1495
%, ‘Reuters (3#7 6 %BEE L 75 > 7=, 800055 L~V DFEHEE (J8K, J8KPlus,. ALCSK) O [H
N—ER] BB L, 120008 L~V ALCI2K O [H/8—FK ] & &5 L, CNN (0.8%);

Horizon (0.3%), Nature (1.2%), Reuters (3.1%)

VRIWOBEBEEICES [hN—FK ]| ORI

EABE S b o T,

I & & &7z, 800085 L)L & 1200058
, i3, FIET 3 I HAFERBRMED [/ —K | Wl
CCHRAALR, BEE40005 @E&LH#%@%FWA~$J@ﬁ%&&$ WCEBRL T




EH 7 JACETS000D7 % 2 b 718 —3K  FEfek LRI T+ 2 T X HIRGE

4 7% A D>, CNN & Horizon IZH ¥ 5 4 SOEEHRD [75—K | (290% UL L &
BF L7 -5 7273, Nature T40% &, Reuters T20% & LR THNR—F | ICE V& -7, B2t
PRHESTFICEH AN AT, e - /\%Zﬁ&@ﬁl‘ﬁ%.ﬂ, PR EEMHEE, HAFEEY ST
RFRRERAOREREL LY, KK, JBK ALCSK D % > 7 %35 Ef—‘%’%r’jmniid)ﬂ/\—ﬁ%
b ANTWS, KW |_77/\——$J lE Y% 57cDid, Nature & Reuters @%KT:FX MIZh
CCDESHHENDERNBE ELNTWDE T ERKERBRE -7 L BbND,® .

7r¥s, EREED [HERY | [KE &Djkow T, EYFFAFCOWTELET—FDE
FEL, VABBRELE IS TWEL, WMELTFA L OHBEHREICE S - &L v ZET
5L, %KTﬂFXF@ [RFERD | %%?@ﬁf&&tcotTﬁuﬁb%éo (2. 1&8%,)

5 Nat10n(2001)®4000 & rﬁ/\—i_l

Nation (2001: 14TIC &k 5 &, HELFF A b &% ;m&_tcﬂ*t i, £FFALIE IZ5 HEE
MOERKEFIBY LI LTH S Z & oiFE L\ %7z, NationiC J:Z)J: r%(ﬂij (academic
" textbook) @5&3(7‘*%]‘0\_’)\4\'( %@EP@ ﬂ%#%/i“(@ffﬂf%%t@k@i 4000%[/’\

VO T—F773Y J“)?\’MA%T%% 7?1:3“0 ZOARIE, O THBEHAEOR\—kESR
200035 ' (West © General Service List IC3%24 (Nation(2001:15-16)), —f&##% &% (Coxhead

@Academlc Word Llst%ﬁ@wo B3 C O#HiRy), FFTEERR100055L0 L, %@fﬂlklﬁlﬁ%ﬂ’?ﬂj n

BARE E SO FICEERELREL T 5, ®
T TIZ 3 DTS 2 &?77 3 @%%Tﬂ:’\ﬂi 212, JBK » ALCSK it Coxhead & West.
un%%({ik/\/kﬁ/\wab‘z}o L.@L kht Natlon@ @Lﬂ.%% (2000 ) k ﬂ&ﬁ

#EE (57088) 1, DR EA LA 8K X ALCSK IC&Fh T3 T a%n%fa foil, B

By x4, J8K & ALCSK i33 %@%F“F IEY 2+ T 5DICH LT, Coxhead » West 1D
RRIELLHA VAN THAZ LD, WBREOM « ORI HBENRS0007E U A F O
CHMLUTHELTVAI L ThB, METHE, D> HaERM26005EE, 8000FY AL

7 ﬁFF_I:{_L3OOOI/’\Jl/§E'Ck‘;"\VC)\') ’C‘«‘%Jﬁ R S0 0, o B :
2B, Aty T URATAN—E N5 7 Coxhead D [3ZEMKY | E% (labour, max-

imise, minimise, utlhse) i%, TKZERD | (abor, maximize, mlmmlze) TJ8K Oz &g h

ThB, : | -

6. &HYIC

JACETS8000% b & hiie 2 DDE %%(BK@mew)@r#x%rwA—KJ@@&%
XEXFHERELABEOELTF AL AV TEI -7, J8K & J8K 122508 %40 2 7=
J8KPlus (%, (1)Nation © [FAFE2000] & [—M#eeE | 120 L CTid95% /itk, - (2) ALCSK i
%t L CId80%RE, (3)BNC OHBEESHFICHE\VER, O 5 SEEO Y A+ (L1-2, L2-2,
L= L TIE60% LA E, (4) 4 DOFELT A ORT, HFIHOEW—RRE 7RI T+ A

- ML TIEIOBELE, L WO BWERTENENDERE N N—LTCNDEI ERBE LM LS T,

J8K CHFEEAWDOZE T HICEE L 7 J8KPlus i3, %ﬁkbt%ﬁ&B‘CT:\:Xk%%&bﬁﬁ7 .
a—/NADREEE, %@ﬁﬁ“ IEFES Y A ER, F e AR EREOEREFE, BNCH %@Hﬂﬁ
BAEIRY A AW Y T - /S AGFEROBEIRY A b DBFERERED— ﬁ@f’?%%?b i
PED HENT, ARORIEL S LB Hox kST, J8K’%~’J8KP1us IRFEFBEDIODFER

HELTREBEICMETS LD L THHiiTE %, '
Rl —HEOWSDAby T - A l*%{%o ﬁ’lﬁﬂlﬁf’ﬁ%féi J8K’<°J8KP1us @j%ﬁun%




RATRE Y — L |k EE R 54

O B NEGL ] IOWTOEYSHDORIEIEZE 27 - T\, J8K % J8KPlus i3, HETOT—
ISR & B EEROHMBMAE L BNCO W B IRGE S ) AL EDEFEMAMIEMFRERETED
EFSNT B, FEIERICEIT 5 IF 470 MEEF2EIL, BNC LSO CTT — 2 /35 v AD
RN/ TFAT :fpzﬂﬂmféfﬂbfﬁﬁtﬁao SRORB L LIV, ~

x ' ' v S
(1) BARAEEFBHICE - TE%E?&YT:\:Z k %ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ CEY, M X T RATRIC, H
HEINBEEIEERY A P BR=R 5 TW5b, JSKBEMFEICE, BE, bo &bk
B REETF A S a—/SAD 1 DT 5 British National Corpus (LI'F, BNC) Th{ED
hf:u':c':ﬁﬂft’ v I CLAWS % Kilgarriff DL < - U A (Ztiﬁi"]“ﬂi, KLemma *B&&C)
#FIHT 5708, BNCIEEFIRZEEIC LTEI b, , -
(2) ALC DR— =D rSVL DD 3LH STEP2] 1, -T Adam Kllgarrlff @ British Na-

‘tional Corpus’ frequency listw BHLEE L DER—RIT, FEa—/SA, YR

- BOBEERR L ERSEICL DD, @ﬁ@7%UﬁA@X%747XK H—DREEW

ﬂ%%ﬁvkaﬁ@%H BHEZE @VﬂW%&ﬁf%.J&b?%ﬂ#%%oGMpN‘

www .alc.co.jp/goi/PW top all. htm) ZK*FJ@ KLemma %Lnﬂ@ Kllgarnff 0) A5
ﬂI/QEE. [_/ 7—\_ i) @c J v

" (3) BNC L+OEREH 7 330 7 F AP T—/SADT DH ICE (Internatlonal Corpus of Enghsh)

Zo7/ay 7 TR, EEEOLOEE TR & 10075 EL )LD a— A (5005
FAL, 7L, 1 FF A 20005 )%W%@@m&:yt; & - a—/NAERT B Y

=7 +o BNC & ICE-GB (%@WICE:——/\X) DA—INA - a;%kbk‘ﬁ'%k 100

X1 &7%5,
(4) LIFiE, ReuterST%‘X % (19974 3 FJ31 Elﬁma%@ 1 o) @%jcﬂm R A D &
LTHREL 24D, (KFRAG, W8, BFEETT)
<title>UK: SOCCER-ITALY FACE CRUCIAL T EST AGAINST POLAND. </ title>
<headline>SOCCER-ITALY FACE CRUCIAL TEST AGAINST POLAND.</headline>
<byline>Barney Spender< /byline>
<dateline>LONDON 1997-03-31</ dateline>
“<text> .
<p> Christian Vieri had the honour of celebratmg his 1nternat10na1 debut on Saturday by scor-

.
[ ] L ] L L] [ ]

ing Italy’s 1,000th goal but another against Poland in Chorzow on Wednesday could have the
greater long-term significance.</p>

<p>Having already beaten England at Wembley, a win for Cesare Maldini’s men would effec-
‘tlvely secure their place at next year’s World Cup finals in- France. </ p>

against thelr main challengers still-to come. </t p> ;
- o < [text> ‘

(5) 'Nation (2001:8) i J:Zo}: [— 1‘77\U Jc‘ii Efﬂb (headword), %@?ﬁﬁﬂf?'@

‘éiﬁiﬁﬁifﬂaih% . : :
(6) Hirsh and Nation(1992) suggest that for ease of reading where reading could be a pleasurable

activity, 98-999% coverage is desirable (about one unknown word in every 50=100 running
words). To reach 95% coverage. of academic text, a vocabulary size of around 4,000 word -

—64—

<p>It would put them six pomts clear at the top of European group two with home games :
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families would be needed, consisting of 2,000 high-frequency general servzce words, about
570 geneml academic words (the Academ1c Word List) and 1,000 or more technical words,
proper nouns and low-frequency words. (Nation (2001 147)) ( TH#ER)
¥, EREHESTO TR academlc text %, “The textis frorn an academlc textbooks
(RBZE P12) 25 [#HFHE] &ﬁ%‘i‘éh%

BRXH
(F30) . o L .
RFREBESR iﬁﬂﬁzﬁ%%‘* () (2003) Miﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁié%z&%lmumm o

. 8000.1] ﬁ/‘?\ . k%%nnﬁﬁ )
ERRE (2002) I3 DS ﬁ%&70@71/7%m7$xb@£§ﬁnj%JE%V 2%
b KA @Wﬁiﬁ%’—ﬁﬂﬁ% 3% pp. 179-190 .
(%3‘() |
Leech G.; Rayson, P. & Wilson, A. (2001) Word frequencies in written and spoken Englzsh

based on the British National Corpus. Harrow: Pearson Educational Ltd /
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