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The Representation of Miscegenation in Pudd nhead Wilson
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From Roxy’s manner of speech, a stranger would have expected her to be black, but she
was not. Only one-sixteenth of her was black, and that sixteenth did not show. She was of
majestic form and stature, her attitudes were imposing and statuesque, and her gestures and
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movements distinguished by a noble and stately grace. Her complexion was very fair, with
the rosy glow of vigorous health in the cheeks, her face was full of character and expression,
her eyes were brown and liquid, and she had a heavy suit of fine soft hair which was also
brown, but the fact was not apparent because her head was bound about with a checkered
handkerchief and the hair was concealed under it. Her face was shapely, intelligent, and
comely ] even beautiful. She had an easy, independent carriage[1 when she was among
her own caste[] and a high and“ sassy” way, withal; but of course she was meek and hum-
ble enough where white people were.

To all intents and purposes Roxy was as white as anybody, but the one-sixteenth of her
which was black out-voted the other fifteen parts and made her a negro. She was a slave, and
salable as such. Her child was thirty-one parts white, and he, too was a slave, and by a fiction
of law and custom a negro. He had blue eyes and flaxen curls, like his white comrade, but
even the father of the white child was able to tell the children apart[1 little as he had com-
merce ] with them by their clothes: for the white baby wore ruffled soft muslin and coral
necklace, while the other wore merely a coarse tow-linen shirt which barely reached to his
knees, and no jewelry. (8-9)
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“ Ma, would you mind telling me who was my father?”

He had supposed he was asking an embarrassing question. He was mistaken. Roxy drew
herself up, with a proud toss of her head, and said:

“ Does I mine tellin’ you? No, dat I don’t! You ain’t got no ’casion to be shame’ o’ yo’
father, I kin tell you. He was de highest quality in dis whole town[1 Ole Virginny stock,
Fust Famblies, he was. Jes' as good stock as de Driscolls en de Howards, de bes’ day dey
ever seed.” She put on a still prouder air, if possible, and added impressively,* Does you
"'member Cunnel Cecil Burleigh Essex dat died de same year yo' young Marse Tom Dris-
coll’s pappy died, en all de Masons en Odd Fellers en churches turned out en give him de
bigges’' funeral dis town ever seed? Dat’s de man.”

Under the inspiration of her soaring complacency the departed grace of her earlier days
returned to her, and her bearing took to itself a dignity and state that might have passed for
queenly if her surroundings had been a little more in keeping with it.

“ Dey ain’t another nigger in dis town dat’s as high-bawn as you is. Now, den, go 'long!
En jes’ you hold yo’ head up as high as you want to[1 you has de right, end dat I kin swah.”
(43)
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For days he wandered in lonely places thinking, thinking, thinking (1 trying to get his
bearings. It was new work. If he met a friend he found that the habit of a lifetime had in some
mysterious way vanished (] his arm hung limp instead of involuntarily extending the hand
for a shake. It was the* nigger” in him asserting its humility, and he blushed and was
abashed. And the" nigger” in him was surprised when the white friend put out his hand for a
shake with him. He found the” nigger” in him voluntarily giving the road, on the sidewalk,
to the white rowdy and loafer. When Rowena, the dearest thing his heart knew, the idol of his
secret worship, invited him in, the" nigger” in him made an embarrassed excuse and was
afraid to enter and sit with the dread white folks on equal terms... He said to himself that the
curse of Ham was upon him. (44-45)
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