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Abstract

Of the 25 sites added to the UNESCO World Heritage List on June 280 20110 two are lo-
cated in Japan. The Japanese Agency of Cultural Affairs has also submitted the
“ Churches and Christian Sites in Nagasaki,” which are now on the tentative list of sites.
These efforts related to World Heritage Sites both in- and outside of Japan have caused
Japanese university students to pay attention to such sites, which in turn promotes in-
terest in English learning. The purpose of this paper is to describe the background situa-
tion of the development of multimedia English for tourism e-learning materials concern-
ing UNESCO World Heritage Sites as well as report the results of a questionnaire con-
cerning the same topic administered to 271 students at the University of Nagasaki, Sie-
bold.

Keywords: ESP, English for Tourism, UNESCO World Heritage, e-learning, Blended
learning
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Twenty-five new properties inscribed on UNESCO’s World Heritage List which
now numbers 936

Tuesday, June 28, 2011

The World Heritage Committee has inscribed a total of 25 sites on UNESCO’s World
Heritage List including three natural properties, 21 cultural and one mixed site. Two proper-
ties were added to the World Heritage List in Danger and one was removed from the list. The
World Heritage list now numbers 936 properties: 181 natural sites, 725 cultural, and 28 mixed.
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Christianity was introduced in Japan by Jesuit missionary Francis Xavier in 1549 and spread
rapidly in the western part of the nation. The Jesuits established their mission base in
Nagasaki, where a part of foreign trade with Portugal was developed. The city of Nagasaki
played an important role as a key base for the missionary work in Japan. Churches and Chris-
tian culture flourished here, and the Young Delegates of Thensho sett off from Nagasaki in
1582 for Europe, where they had an audience with the Pope. Their visit conveyed a fact that
Christianity had taken root in Japan. However, with the Tokugawa shogunate’s anti-Christi-
an policy which banned the religion, Christianity was severely suppressed, resulting in the
revolt against the regime (Shimabara Uprising) in 1637. Christian historic sites that tell of
this period of suppression have been preserved until today. (O O) These churches are also
considered as excellent examples of the quality structural design resulting from the fusion of
the Western architectural techniques brought to the foreign priests and Japan’s traditional
architectural techniques. The churches form particular cultural landscapes, associated with
distinctive natural settings surrounding them.
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