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The purpose of this study is to examine the similarities and differences in gender roles in television
commercials in Japan and China, and to gain new insights by reviewing previous research. This paper collected
television commercials from Japan and China between August and October 2022, totaling 769 ad samples—3552
from Japan (71.8%) and 217 from China (28.2%).

An analysis of the content of these advertisements revealed that the portrayal roles of men and women in
Japanese and Chinese current commercials do not necessarily reflect the actual labor force participation rates.
Interestingly, although the labor force participation rates of men and women in China differ, the differences in
gender roles are not reflected in Chinese advertisements. Additionally, both countries show no significant gender
differences in the types of non-paid labor roles, indicating a presence of gender equality in ad. Furthermore,
from the comparative analysis, despite the differences in labor participation rates between Japan and China,
there are no notable differences in gender roles in television advertisements of both male and female characters.
Thus, these results reveal that contrary to previous research that emphasized "gender structures being directly
reflected in advertisements," the gender images portrayed in advertisements do not accurately reflect the reality
of gender roles in their respective societies. In other words, the argument that traditional gender roles in
advertisements reflect reality does not hold. In addition, this research also suggests that stereotypical portrayals

in Asian television advertisements may be decreasing.

Keywords: gender roles, television advertisements, Japan, China, media
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P> 05 (x32 Bik=2319 d =1 (FEEHNFZ=V). P> 05 (x?2) &k=2005 df =1 (CHEE;E).
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